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“It’s not fair!” a young Alison Lohans often complained to her parents when they persistently 
refused to buy a television for the family. It certainly seemed unfair. “Everybody else” had a TV, 
and a lot of the talk at school was about TV shows that she seldom got to watch. Growing up in 
rural California there were neighbour kids to play with, but on many occasions Alison and her 
younger sisters and brothers had to entertain themselves. By the time she was 15 and an old 
black-and-white TV finally made its way into the living room, the last thing Alison wanted to do 
was sit there watching shows with her “lowly” siblings. Sitting at the sewing machine in the 
kitchen, however, she could both sew and listen to the family-oriented programs of the mid-
1960s. 
 
Today Alison sometimes wonders if she’d have been so determined to become a writer, had 
there been a television set in the house during her childhood. It was a happy childhood filled 
with hours of drawing pictures (one of Alison’s ambitions at age 7 was to become a children’s 
book illustrator), reading, playing outside, and the joys of making up her own stories. Alison 
can’t remember the beginnings of her personal connection with stories. Her parents read to the 
family regularly, and any visiting relatives were quickly put to work reading endless picture 
books. Both parents told stories to the children at bedtime as well - her dad with exciting verve 
and expression. It turned out that Alison’s mother had hopes of becoming a children’s writer; 
she naturally included her eldest child in some of her creative endeavours. Alison still has 
manuscripts written by her mother, for which she, at age 4, provided the illustrations. 
Apparently also at age 4, Alison spent many hours “reading” made-up stories to her 2-year-old 
sister. Alison’s lifelong passions for reading and making up her own stories certainly helped 
make up for her shyness and the semi-isolation of living just outside a small farming town.  
 
Alison was 9 when she vowed to become a writer. At age 10, she accompanied her mother to 
the library, where they checked out a copy of Writer’s Market so Alison could begin submitting 
her stories to children’s magazines. She immediately learned about rejection slips when all of 
her stories were mailed back to her. Undaunted, Alison continued writing and submitting 
stories. By the time she was 12 she realized that she would probably need another job, because 
it was clear that making a living as a writer was going to be very difficult, if not impossible. (She 
was right!) And so, Alison worked another of her passions into her life’s plan:  She would write 
stories and become a band teacher. At age 12, Alison finally had a story accepted in a children’s 
magazine, followed by another when she was 14. When she went away to university, Alison 
earned her B.A. in music and then took further training in education. She has always considered 
herself very fortunate to be able to focus on some of the things she most loves doing.    
 
After completing her university education Alison immigrated to Victoria, BC in 1971, moving to 
Regina in 1976, which has been home ever since. In Regina she developed her writing into a 
career, and taught band in elementary schools until her first son joined the family in 1979. 



Alison’s first book Who Cares About Karen? was published by Scholastic Canada in 1983. It was 
followed in 1986 by Can You Promise Me Spring? – and then by another book, and another, and 
yet another... By the end of 2011 she will have published a total of 25 books. 
 
The year Alison’s first book came out was an extremely important year for another reason:  
Janet Lunn spent that year in Regina as Writer-in-Residence at Regina Public Library. Janet 
generously set aside time every Tuesday afternoon to meet with Alison, and counselled her on 
anything Alison might have to ask about her stories and about publishing. Ten years later, 
Alison enjoyed getting to know Celia Barker Lottridge when she was Writer-in-Residence in 
Regina. And another ten years later, Alison was deeply honoured to serve as Writer-in-
Residence herself, meeting with over 75 writers in the little room where she first sat with Janet 
Lunn and later Celia Lottridge. Across those years, Alison has given many hundreds of readings 
and writing workshops across Canada, and has taught writing to many developing children’s 
writers, some of whom have gone on to win awards for their own books.  
 
One of the things that Alison loves about writing is that it provides so many opportunities to 
explore and play with new ideas. A story often starts with a question that Alison might not 
know the answer to, or perhaps with some type of unresolved conflict. When she is writing, 
Alison “lives in the book” along with her characters; often she finds that writing a novel causes 
her to grow a bit and perhaps change the ways she thinks about some things. Her books 
occasionally turn out a bit differently than what she first expected, for the characters often 
come to life and sometimes seem to “tell” Alison how the story is supposed to work. And the 
characters are very often right! 
 
One book that was particularly riveting to write is This Land We Call Home (Pearson Education NZ, 2007) 

which addresses the issues faced by persons of Japanese ancestry during World War II. Alison’s mother 

taught elementary school  in an Arizona Japanese relocation camp, and often talked about her 

experiences there. Growing up among classmates of Japanese ancestry herself, Alison became horrified 

at the injustices faced by loyal citizens, who were uprooted from their homes and evacuated to remote 

places with inhumane living conditions. Working with the material was challenging, particularly on a 

tight deadline, and Alison grew even more horrified  as more atrocities were uncovered – such as the 

fact that the county fairground had been used as a temporary camp, and that some families had been 

forced to live in animal stalls. Alison found it deeply gratifying to win the 2008 Saskatchewan Book 

Award for Young Adult Literature for This Land We Call Home. 

In addition to her writing, Alison still has a strong passion for music. She enjoys playing cornet in the 

Queen City Brass Band; she plays recorder every week and also teaches recorder to a small group of 

senior citizens; she has been taking cello lessons for the past 15 years and plays in the University of 

Regina orchestra. Although her sons John and Chris have grown up, Alison enjoys the company of many 

friends, her dogs Bailey and Sebastian, and her two budgies. She loves to travel, and still loves reading.  

 


